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WELCOME! 

 

Welcome to our eighth and final newsletter for INDUCT.  This document is to inform project 

collaborators, stakeholders and interested members of the community about the content and 

development of INDUCT. In this issue we have an insight into the roles of our Network Coordinator, 

Project Manager, Research Coordinator and Training Manager during the course of INDUCT. You can 

also read updates on the ESRs achievements and what they are doing now. 

Don’t miss the photo gallery! Schools have taken place throughout Western Europe – from Witten 

to Salamanca, London to Prague and Maastricht too. 

We hope you enjoy reading this issue and welcome any feedback via the contact information at the 

end of the last page. 

Ann Gibbons, Research Administrator 

A WORD FROM THE INDUCT COORDINATORS 

 

Martin Orrell (Network Coordinator), University of Nottingham, UK  

Fantastic journey! 

Being part of the INDUCT network has been a fantastic and very rewarding experience. It has been 

a pleasure to work with so many talented and wonderful people from such a wide range of 

backgrounds and organisations. I am hoping that some of you will be curious as to how it all started. 

Like any journey it started with a first few steps. In the Autumn of 2014 I was very pleased with 

the beginnings of the INTERDEM Academy and was wondering what we could do which might also 

support this when I heard about the EU Marie Curie Innovation Network Grants. I had not had much 

experience applying for grants in Europe but I had some degree of success in the UK, and to take 

things forward I was able to put together and lead a workshop at one of the Alzheimer Europe 

meetings involving INTERDEM. 

During this workshop and soon after, it became clear that a network on dementia care and 

technology may have some chance of success in a highly competitive field because it was such an 

important research area and may fit well with the EU aims of the network developing researchers 

with academic training that would enable them to be recruited into a variety of posts following their 

completion. 

Also, like any journey when you are starting out you need to look for good companions to form, if 

you like, a fellowship and work towards a common goal. Fortunately Frans Verhey and Rose-Marie 

Dröes were also keen on working on the idea and very soon we embarked on our first stop which 

was the Yellow Research Organisation in Amsterdam, who gave us state of the art training in what 
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Europe wanted in such proposals. This was a key event. Bringing on board others for our fellowship 

enabled us to put together a really exciting proposal. And then, Martin Pickard, an EU expert on 

what was needed for success, became our mentor and supported us with the finishing touches. 

It was submitted in January 2015 with huge support from all the involved organisations and then 

suddenly in May 2015, we had heard we had been successful (and also got a really high mark but I 

won’t talk about that). And now just like any story, it is coming to an end or is it? With the new 

project DISTINCT we have turned a page and started a new chapter. 

Lastly, I am so grateful to all the fantastic people who have been involved on this fantastic journey, 

we couldn’t have done it without you! And for me also a special thanks go to the Nottingham team 

of Deborah De Oliveira, Orii McDermott and Ann Gibbons. 

Orii McDermott (Project Manager). University of Nottingham, UK  

The management! 

My role as the INDUCT project manager started in January 2019 while digesting the news a close 

colleague Déborah de Oliveira, our first INDUCT project manager, was leaving Nottingham to start 

a new exciting post in Brazil. I had a 3-hour handover meeting with Déborah between her packing, 

and that was that. Whilst the transition was made easier by the fact I had already worked with 

Martin and Ann in different projects, I have to admit there have been some steep learning curves 

as this was my first role as an ITN project manager.  

The majority of an ITN project manager’s tasks are ‘behind 

the scenes’ since we function as a middleman between the 

funder, beneficiaries, partners and ESRs. Déborah and I have 

been responsible for submitting all deliverables and regulatory 

reports, ensuring the EU portal and tasks are up-to-date, 

checking deadlines and liaising with various people. Juggling 

the INDUCT project manager’s role while carrying on with my 

other roles has been challenging at times, but I can honestly 

say I have enjoyed working as part of the INDUCT team.  

 

E-Mail: orii.mcdermott@nottingham.ac.uk 

 Rose-Marie Dröes (Research Coordinator). VUMC, Netherlands  

The research! 

Acquiring a European Marie Sklodowska Curie ITN grant is a great challenge, but starting up an 

ITN letting it flourish and finalizing it successfully is an even greater challenge. INDUCT was the 

first ITN I was involved in as a consortium partner, but also as a research coordinator, member of 

the management board, leader of Work package 4, project leader of two projects, supervisor of 

two Early Stage Researchers, secondment host supervisor of two researchers from other partner 

universities and lecturer during several summer and winter schools. And although I have led many 

national and international projects in my career, including several projects focused at technology 

for people with dementia, this was of a totally different order from what I had ever experienced 

before:  

Three research work packages with in total 15 full research projects, carried out by eight 

universities in six countries and by 15 Early Stage Researchers starting almost at the same time! 

It was inspiring, when preparing the grant proposal, to think about strategies to connect these 

research projects by means of thematic work packages and transversal objectives across these 

work packages.  But it was even more exciting to see that this worked in practice and that it also 

proved a very useful framework to finally bring together all the recommendations from the 15 

mailto:orii.mcdermott@nottingham.ac.uk
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projects in a comprehensive, easy accessible and very useful, 

web-based Best Practice Guidance (BPG) for human interaction 

with technology in Dementia (with many thanks to all ESRs, the 

BPG working group and Gary Morgan, the web designer!). In 

addition to the many scientific deliverables of the individual 

projects this is a great and important collaborative end product 

of INDUCT. 

As research coordinator, amongst other things, I represented the 

research work packages during the Mid-term review, in the 

Advisory Board meetings, at conferences and in newsletters of, 

for example, Alzheimer Europe and the International 

Psychogeriatric Association. I also reviewed and integrated all 

individual project time plans, co-authored, reviewed and/or edited the INDUCT Quality Assessment 

Protocol, many tertiary reports, the annual reports to the EU and also all scientific final 

deliverables, which gave me the feeling for four years to be in the front row of a very exciting 

movie starring 15 young excellent researchers in the lead roles and their supervisors in the 

background, and - with which I am of course very thrilled, .... a very happy end. Thank you all for 

the pleasant collaboration!  

E-Mail: rm.droes@vumc.nl 

 

Frans Verhey (Training Coordinator). Maastricht University, Netherlands  

The training! 

What a great pleasure it was to work in this INDUCT consortium. I very much enjoyed the good 

spirit of the whole INDUCT consortium, working together so efficiently. We had the joy of 

supervising two outstanding Maastricht ESRs, who gloriously defended their thesis last September, 

and who now have found their way as a postdoc. I am quite sure that the international and inter-

sectorial training opportunities that INDUCT provided them were essential to reach these positions. 

I have great memories of the Summer and Winter School that we organized, with the great help 

of the European Working Group of People With Dementia. Each time, it was impressive how each 

of the ESRs informing the consortium about the progress in their work, and to see how it all came 

together in the end, by the Best Practice Guidance, and at the final session that was organized 

during the 2019 Alzheimer Europe conference.  

E-Mail: f.verhey@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
 

Fania Dassen (Training Manager). Maastricht University, Netherlands 

It all started, for me, halfway through the project in April 2018, with a 

bunch of new acronyms and numbers (ITN, INDUCT, ESR1, ESR2, ESR3 

etc., INTERDEM?) and a folder on our server with 10 GB of documents of 

my predecessor Inge, while I was still finishing my PhD-thesis at the 

psychology-department. But to be honest, I never felt really lost, what a 

warm welcome I received from all of you! It already started with all the 

responses to my introduction email; so many kind words. I was asked to 

give you a little ‘behind-the-scenes’ insight on what I did on a daily basis 

as a training manager. It is officially a part-time job, I also teach at our 

university, develop education materials, coordinate societal projects for 

the Alzheimer Center, assist colleagues on reviews, coordinate the Academy, and all kind of other 

post-doc related tasks. A lot of my work actually happens in my mailbox, I can easily fill my day 

with just replying to messages coming in. If you ask me what it is all about, I also have to think for 

a moment, but it certainly keeps me occupied somehow!  

mailto:rm.droes@vumc.nl
mailto:f.verhey@maastrichtuniversity.nl
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The organization of the schools was of course the biggest task. It all starts with a blank week with 

some titles pre-filled from the original proposal, and after many brainstorms and emails, there 

always comes a moment we ‘suddenly’ have a complete program filled with sessions and expert 

speakers. The course book is the final result of all arrangements and your input. To get there, it 

requires always some degree of reminders (‘please register’, etc.…). But really, no hard feelings, I 

prepare my own talks also rather two weeks (or well, the night before, just to do a final check) 

instead of two months before, so I can relate… 

When I started my new job, we were in the middle of the organization of the 4th school in Prague 

and I just jumped into the organization and started emailing people I didn’t know with all kind of 

requests. I wasn’t sure what I was actually asking for and from whom, but to my relief you seemed 

to know exactly what I meant and started working on it right away.  When we get close to the event 

it becomes really busy again, but I was never really worried that things would not work out. Most 

speakers were our own consortium-members and you ask little guidance in delivering a well-suited 

presentation for our ESRs.  

The week in itself flies by. I always planned to follow the sessions as a participant (I come from a 

background in experimental psychology and eating behavior and the topic of dementia and things 

like qualitative research are still fairly new to me) but I hardly ever succeeded, being caught up 

with all kind of small on-the-spot arrangements. Afterwards, it is time to wrap-up. We send speakers 

their feedback, write an official deliverable for the EU, handle all invoices and reimbursements, and 

after a month or so we start the first brainstorm again for the next school…and repeat, now for 

DISTINCT! I am grateful to continue to work with some of you and for the others, I hope we can 

stay in touch, wishing you all the best for the future! The group picture of London is actually still 

the background on my laptop, and I always look at it with a smile  

E-Mail: f.dassen@maastrichtuniversity.nl 

UPDATE OF EARLY STAGE RESEACHERS 

 

Sébastien Libert (ESR2) 

I am currently completing my PhD on social exclusion in dementia at University College London with 

a Viva planned in January 2021. Meanwhile, I am collaborating on dementia and covid related 

projects at the University of Oxford. 

E-mail: s.libert@ucl.ac.uk 

Sophie Gaber (ESR3) 

I am living in Stockholm and preparing to defend my PhD thesis at the Karolinska Institutet on 22nd 

January 2021. I am also developing a social innovation with KI Innovations based on my research. 

E-mail: sophie.gaber@gmail.com 

Sarah Wallcook (ESR4) 

I am continuing to enjoy working on my PhD at Karolinska Institutet, of course - like many others, 

in many different roles, and in many other countries - now almost entirely from home in accordance 

with the pandemic restrictions.  

My third paper was published at the end of September and right now, I am working on a fourth 

paper that highlights the rural context of everyday technological interactions among people with 

dementia, the implications for which are already shared within the INDUCT best practice guidance.  

It was an exciting challenge to pre-record a presentation together with a colleague researching 

eHealth for the upcoming 34th Alzheimer’s Disease International Virtual Conference (December 

mailto:f.dassen@maastrichtuniversity.nl
mailto:s.libert@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:sophie.gaber@gmail.com
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2020). The presentation related my INDUCT research findings to the justice issues that are emerging 

from the pressure to participate digitally during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Over the summer, and in consultation with my supervisors, I reduced my time spent on the PhD to 

50%, meaning that I now plan to defend my thesis in June 2021. This affords me valuable time to 

invest in improving my command of Swedish which I envisage will support my next career steps. 

E-mail: sarahwallcook@gmail.com 

Harleen Rai (ESR5) 

I passed my PhD viva in the beginning of October. Since then I have stayed on at the University of 

Nottingham to continue work on Thinkability together with Eumedianet as we were able to secure a 

grant for this. I have also started working on the MIDDEL study together with Justine Schneider and 

Martin Orrell. This is an international study looking at the effects of different music interventions on 

depression among people with dementia living in care homes. 

E-mail: harleen.rai@nottingham.ac.uk 

Aline Cavalcanti Barroso (ESR6) 

I finally had my literature review on the Participatory arts in dementia care published by the 

Perspectives in Public Health journal. I am now working towards finishing my PhD and I hope to 

submit other articles related to my research to peer-reviewed journals. 

E-mail: lqxac11@exmail.nottingham.ac.uk 

Joeke van Santen (ESR7) 

My contract at Amsterdam UMC, location VUmc got extended and ends on 28 Dec 2020, because of 

my maternity leave. We welcomed our 2nd son (Lourens) on 16 May 2020. I am now finishing my 

final 2 papers for submission, and am hoping to wrap up my thesis (booklet within total 5 papers) 

this coming winter, hopefully with a PhD ceremony that won’t have to be online in spring 2021. I 

wanted to thank all INDUCT members for their support and great time! 

E-mail: joekevansanten@gmail.com 

Kim Beentjes (ESR8) 

I am in the process of publishing two articles regarding the FindMyApps project, which are both 

accepted for publication in scientific journals. Next to that, I am currently looking for new 

opportunities, because my project with INDUCT ended on the 1st of October. 

E-mail: kmbeentjes@gmail.com 

Sara Bartels (ESR9) 

On the 17th of September, I successfully defended my PhD in Maastricht. Since mid of October, I 

am now working as a post-doctoral researcher at Karolinska Institutet, Department of Clinical 

Neuroscience, Division of Psychology (4 days/week) in Stockholm, Sweden. I joined the research 

group of Dr Rikard Wicksell with a focus on the development and evaluation of digital interventions 

for adults with chronic pain. The projects involve various behavioural strategies, including cognitive 

behavioural therapy or acceptance and commitment therapy (ACT), delivered with smartphone apps 

and other technologies. 

For one day/week, I am still working remotely with Prof Verhey and Prof de Vugt (Alzheimer Centrum 

Limburg, Maastricht University). There, I collaborate with my fellow ESR Dr Hannah Christie on a 

project for Alzheimer Nederland, as well as with the DISTINCT ESR Golnaz Atefi. Her project focuses 

on ACT-based interventions for caregivers of people with dementia. 

E-mail: saralaureenbartels@gmail.com 

 

mailto:sarahwallcook@gmail.com
mailto:harleen.rai@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:joekevansanten@gmail.com
mailto:kmbeentjes@gmail.com
mailto:saralaureenbartels@gmail.com
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Hannah Christie (ESR10) 

I am happy to announce that I successfully defended my PhD thesis entitled ‘The implementation 

of eHealth in dementia care: Lessons learned’ on Friday 18 September 2020. I am enjoying the 

postdoc life, as I continue my work with Professors Marjolein de Vugt and Frans Verhey at Maastricht 

University in the Netherlands. My current work focuses on scaling up our eHealth intervention to 

support caregivers of people with dementia, Partner in Balance.  

I would like to thank INDUCT once again for this amazing opportunity! 

E-mail: hannah.christie@maastrichtuniversity.nl 

Rose Miranda (ESR11) 

In the past year, I have been completing my INDUCT research project on the PACE Steps to Success 

programme and have had several papers published.  I received a €20,000 grant from the Willy 

Gepts Funds in 2019 to further conduct my research. I have also been involved in an external project 

with the World Health Organisation and was a co-supervisor for a Fulbright scholar (Master level) 

from the USA.  

I am currently collaborating with the University College of London for a systematic review on home 

healthcare interventions for people with dementia. I am a core group member of the European 

Association for Palliative Care’s Reference Group on Ageing and Palliative Care, involved in preparing 

grant proposals focused on palliative care and dementia and act as the daily supervisor for the 

secondment of Lesley Garcia, ESR1 for DISTINCT (Dementia: Intersectorial Strategy for Training 

and Innovation Network for Current Technology).  

In the coming months, I am looking forward to defending my thesis and obtaining my PhD. I would 

also like to thank INDUCT for supporting me in building an excellent independent scientific career! 
E-mail: Rose.Marinda@vub.be 

Annelien van Dael (ESR12) 

I have recently left VUB and am hoping to submit my PhD very soon. Both private and public PhD-

defense will likely happen in the beginning of 2021.  As of November 16th I will be working at ZonMw, 

which is a Dutch organization providing grants for healthcare research and will be working within 

the palliative care cluster. 

E-mail: annelienvandael@gmail.com 

Kate Shiells (ESR13) 

I recently obtained my PhD in October. I have been working for the past year as a post-doc at the 

University of Bristol in the School of Psychology on a project entitled Data Donation, which is 

exploring public acceptability of using transactional data for health research. 

E-mail: kshiells84@hotmail.com 

Angie Alejandra Diaz Baquero ESR15 

I have had one paper published in the BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making.  I am currently 

working on four papers and I hope to publish these and present my doctoral thesis in July 2021. 

E-mail: npsalejandradiaz93@gmail.com 
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THE INDUCT SCHOOLS PHOTO GALLERY 

 

1st School - Maastricht, Netherlands January 2017  

 

2nd School - Salamanca, Spain September 2017  
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3rd School - Witten, Germany February 2018  

 

 
 

4th School - Prague, Czech Republic September 2018  
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5th School - London, UK May 2019 
 

 
 

 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information, please access our website: www.dementiainduct.eu 

Follow us on Twitter: @INDUCT_MSC 

 

http://www.dementiainduct.eu/

